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Contact: Diane Friend, UM Department of Physics and Astronomy, 406-243-4299, 
diane.friendfeumontana.edu.
COMMUNITY INVITED TO STAR PARTY IN MEMORY OF DAVID FRIEND
MISSOULA—
Diane Friend and The University of Montana Department of Physics and Astronomy 
invite Missoula and campus community members to join them for a Star Party on the UM Oval 
Wednesday, Oct. 1, to celebrate the life of David Friend.
The Star Party will take place from 8 to 10 p.m. Telescopes will be set up for people to 
view Jupiter, nebulae, star clusters and, if the night is clear, the distant galaxies that David Friend 
so loved to discuss with his students and colleagues.
Friend taught courses in astronomy, astrophysics and physics at UM. He received the 
University’s Distinguished Teaching Award in 2005 and served as chair of the physics and 
astronomy department from 2005 to 2008. He died May 22 after a long battle with Crohn's 
disease and cancer.
In the spirit of David’s teaching and community outreach, this will be a completely 
informal event -  a chance to drop by for as little or as long as you like to enjoy the wonders of 
the night sky and, if you knew David, an opportunity to share stories and conversation with 
friends.
If Wednesday night is not clear, the Star Party will be held from 8 to 10 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 2. Community members can call 406-243-4299 to hear an announcement about whether the
night is clear and the event will proceed as planned.
A memorial fund has been established in David Friend’s honor that will go toward 
establishing an award for excellence in science teaching and outreach. Contributions can be made 
by sending a check to the UM Foundation, P.O. Box 7159, Missoula, MT 59807-7159. Checks 
should be made payable to the UM Foundation with “in memory of David Friend” on the memo 
line.
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